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On Feb. 13 in Mazatlan, President Reagan and his Mexican counterpart, Miguel de la Madrid, signed
a textile pact permitting greater access to US markets for Mexican-made products. Pacts related to
telecommunications and civil aviation are in process. During a speech at a luncheon with Reagan,
de la Madrid said that it will not be possible to eliminate international drug trafficking as long as
the "struggle is not equally efficient" in combatting production, distribution and consumption.
Consumption reduction, he said, referring to the US market for drugs shipped from Mexico, is
perhaps the most important aspect of curbing the drug trade. In response to reporters' comments
that de la Madrid said that US drug consumption is the major problem in the "war on drugs,"
Reagan said, "Always has been." The Reagan administration is irritated by Mexico City's alleged
foot dragging on convicting the killers of Enrique Camerena, a US drug enforcement officer. Under
US law, the administration must decide by the end of February whether to certify that Mexico is
fully cooperating with drug enforcement efforts. A negative judgment would require the US to
oppose further international financial aid for Mexico. (Basic data from AP, 02/13/88; New York
Times, 02/14/88)
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